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I Sought The Lord 


I sought the Lord, and afterward | knew 
He moved my soul to seek Him, seeking me; 
It was not | that found, O Saviour true, 


No, I was found of Thee. 


Thou didst reach forth Thy hand and mine enfold; 
I walked and sank not on the storm-vexed sea— 
"Twas not so much that I on Thee took hold, 


As Thou, dear Lord, on me. 


I find, I walk, I love, but, O the whole 
Of love is but my answer, Lord, to Thee; 
For Thou wert long before-hand‘with my soul, 
Always Thou lovedst me. 


—Author Unknown. 
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COMING... 


HE issue of January 23rd will probably be the 
most important we have published. 


Here a detailed liberal attack on the historicity, 
the integrity and the reliability of the Bible will, 
be published, analyzed and answered. 


This is something which our Church must face because 


it has been thrust upon it. 


We can hide our heads in the sands of indifference 
but the situation is here now. 


You may denounce this article but before doing so 
it will be wise to see just what is being taught 
and whether it should continue without question. 


This will not be a clash of personalities, rather it 


resolves itself into a question of loyalty—loyalty 
to individuals or to God and His Word. 


In our judgment it is an issue upon which Protestantism 


itself will stand or fall. 


THAT is important. Watch for the January 23rd issue 
of THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL. 


Henry B. Dendy, Editor. 
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EDITORIAL 
You Can Help 


THE JOURNAL is embarking on what we bhe- 
lieve to be the most important effort it has ever 
made to strengthen faith through a clear state- 
ment of historic evangelical Christian truth 
with reference to the integrity and the authority 


of the Word of God. 


Before this issue all others pale into insignifi- 


cance. 
YOU CAN HELP 


The ministry of THE JouRNAL depends for its 
usefulness entirely on the leading and the bless- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. It is our constant prayer 
that only those things which shall glorify His 
Name, honor His Word and advance His King- 
dom shall appear in its pages. 


Then we pray that God will place THE 
JouRNAL in the hands of those who will receive 
a blessing from reading it. 


TO THAT END WE 
ASK YOU 


To help us double our subscription list within 
the next few weeks. Some are sending in many 
new subscriptions. Others are subscribing for 
one new person, or securing their subseription. 


If you believe in what we are endeavoring to 
do by the leading and blessing of God, then 


PLEASE RESERVE FOR MeE...................... 


(NUMBER) 
extra copies of the January 23rd issue of 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL at 
$1 for 20 copies, or 5c each. (This gives 
you a prior claim to our stock of this 
issue. ) 


I Enclose Check [] Bill Me [7] 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


ZONE STATE 


Please print or type clearly to avoid mis- 
takes. If your city has postal zones, please 
include your zone number. This insures 
speedy delivery of your copies to you. 


show your interest now by increasing the num- 
ber of those who get THE JOURNAL! 
—The Editors. 


What Is Christianity? 


We have before us a twelve page booklet which 
is an official publication of a major denomination, 
entitled “what it Means to be a Member of the 
Congregational Church”? 


The application for church membership, printed 
on the last page, gives a startling picture of what 
some consider Christianity to be. We print it in 


full: 


“Believing that Jesus taught a way of living that 
is essential to the highest development of the indi- 
vidual and that must be practiced by all men for 
the creation of a society of good will and justice 
and cleanness in -our cities, in our state, in our 
nation, and between the nations of the earth, and 
believing that people who accept this Christian 
way of life can best make their ideals effective by 
organizing as a church for group action, I apply 
for membership in this church.” 


In all humility and with but one purpose; to 
witness to what Christianity really is; we would 
state unequivocally that this is not Christianity, and 
that one cannot become a Christian whose faith 
and understanding are limited to the things outlined 
in this statement. 


Why raise the issue? Why say anything about 
it? Why not let it pass and remain silent? 


Because being a Christian is the most important 
thing in this world. Being a Christian, with 
all that it implies, makes the difference between 
an eternity with God or an eternity separated from 
His presence. Because also it makes all the differ- 
ence between, at best, a life spent in working for 
social reform or a life which has been redeemed, 
regenerated, and in which there lives the super- 
natural power of the Holy Spirit of God himself. 


Therefore, we cannot keep silent. 


This statement lacks every essential step neces- 
sary to become a Christian. There is no recognition 
of a sinful heart. 


There is no confession of sin; no repentance for 
sin; no recognition of a need of God's redeeming 
grace in the heart. No recognition of the saving 
and cleansing power of the blood shed on Calvary. 
No sense of a need of regeneration. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyteriam weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all deliwered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal, Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. Entered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the post office at Weaverville, 
N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. X, No. 38, January 16, 1952. 


Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, North Carolina. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore Press, Asheville, North Carolina. 


Pega Cuance: When changing address, please let us have both old and new address as far in advance as possible. Allow 
ree weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, send an address label giving your old address. 
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A Buddhist, a Confucianist, a Mohammedan— 
any person willing to concur that Jesus taught 
a good way of living—can sign that statement and 
become a “‘Christian’’. 


May God forbid that we should set up our own 
limited understanding of His truth as the criterion 
of Christian faith. But, as long as we have God’s 
plan of salvation revealed in His Word and made 
possible by His Son, we must accept God’s way 
and not the way of man. 


Our hearts may have been stirred as we have 
thought of this matter. The real question is, have 
we accepted the Christ of the Bible as our own 
Redeemer from sin and as the Lord of our daily 


lives? 


That is the question! —L.N.B. 


Read This Slowly 
And Think 


1. Does my life please God? 

2. Do I enjoy being a Christian? 

3. Do I cherish in my heart a feeling or dis- 
like or hatred for anyone? 

4. Am I studying my Bible daily? 

5. How much time do I spend in secret 
prayer? 

6. Have I ever won a soul to Christ? 

7. Have I ever had a direct answer to 
prayer? 

8. Do I estimate the things of time and eter- 
nity at their true value? 

9. Am I praying and working for anyone’s 
salvation? 

10. Is there anything I cannot give up for 

Christ? 


11. How does my life look to those who are 
not Christians? 

12. Where am I making my greatest mistake? 

13. Do I place anything before my religious 
duties? 

14. Am I honest with the Lord’s money? 

15. Have I neglected any known duty? 

16. Is i better or worse for my living 
in it? 

17. Am I doing anything that I would con- 
demn in others? 

18. Do I have a clear conception of my place 
in the Lord’s work? 

19. What am I doing to hasten the coming of 


Jesus? 
20. Am I doing as Christ would do in my 
place? —Author Unknown. 


THINE IS THE KINGDOM 


By James H. Hunter 


$8. First prize winner in Zondervan’s $5,000 Second 
International Christian Fiction Contest. A great novel in 
every sense of the word. Order today from: 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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THE 


COMMENTARIES 

$4.50 
3.50 
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3.00 
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AL 


Is not my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; 


pieces? Jer. 23:29. 


heart. Heb. 4:12. 


Word 


and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 


The word of God is quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword ... and isa 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the 


My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech 
shall distil as the dew. Deut. 32:2. 


For as the rain cometh down, and the snow 
from heaven ...so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 


me void. Isa. 55:10,11. 


By Rev. A. L. Davis 


HESE four texts contain interesting and in- 

structive information concerning the nature 

and the effects of God’s word. "Two of them 
compare it to fire and to a hammer and to a sharp 
two-edged sword—figures of speech which are 
suggestive of violence, whereas the other two com- 
pare it to rain and dew which are suggestive of 
gentleness and peace. 


No Christian worker be he engaged in the 
Lord’s work at home or abroad, ignores the appro- 
priateness of these figures of speech as applied to 
God’s word. Accompanied by and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, the Word is a fire that refines and 
purifies, as a hammer it breaks up the stoney and 
rebellious heart, and as a two-edged sword it cuts 
away sham and hypocrisy. In other cases it is 
like the gentle rain and the refreshing dew. 


With the desire to strengthen your faith in the 
power and efficacy of God’s word, I shall tell you 
briefly about a few cases that I have observed in my 
work in Brazil that are illustrative of the truth of 
the texts cited above. 


HE first is that of Sr. Borges a daring, dis- 
orderly young man who liked nothing better 
than a fight and usually provoked one at the 
many dances and religious festivals he attended. 
€ was always well armed and was quick on the 
trigger. 


In one of his brawls he committed the crime of 
micide, was arrested, tried and sentenced to serve 
a jail sentence. In the confinement of his cell there 
was no feeling of repentence and sorrow for his 
misdeeds ; on the contrary, he harbored a vindictive 
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ALFEROS, Minos, Brazil. 


spirit and planned to take revenge on those who 
had consigned him to Jail, once he had served his 
sentence and was set free. He planned to shoot 
up his home town and then skip out to some un- 
known hiding place on the frontier of the far in- 
terior. 


But God in His mercy had other plans for Sr. 
Borges. His servants were already working in 
that section of the country and were distributing 
the Word far and wide. Into the Jail where Sr. 
Borges was confined they went distributing that 
Word and carrying a message of hope to all. Sr. 
Borges accepted a New Testament and read it with 
the result that all his plans were changed and his 
whole life was transformed. 


Instead of using his six-shooter to further dis- 
grace himself and bring sorrow and suffering to 
his fellowmen, he sought further instruction in the 
Word, followed on to know the Lord and in 
course of time became an active and consecrated 
member of the Church he helped to establish in 
Lambary. Furthermore, he became the head of 
a Christian home. “The word of God is living 
and powerful. .... it is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart.” 


CONTEMPORARY of Sr. Borges in Lam- 

A bary was a man by the name of Sr. Annibal, 

a drunkard and a slave to other vices which 

usually accompany strong drink, In spite of all that, 

he was a very religious man, attending mass regu- 

larly and was choir and orchestra leader in his 
church. 


In fact he was fanatically devoted to his church, 
forbidding his wife who is a Protestant to attend 


hers and stubbornly prohibited their children’s at- 
tending Sunday school. On one occasion when 
other fanatics of the town were threatening to 
persecute violently the Protestants, he offered to 
help them. 


His wife was patient and her faith in God was 
strong and unwavering. She finally convinced her 
husband that he should at least examine the New 
Testament. Obtaining a copy of the version ap- 
proved by his church and comparing it with his 
wife’s, he found that there was very little difference. 


He read it. 


Under its transforming, renovating influence he 
left off his vices, became a kind, considerate and 
loving husband and father and in course of time, 
a member and deacon in the church that he had 
formerly hated and persecuted. “Is not my word 
like as a fire? and like a hammer that breaks the 
rock in pieces? saith the Lord.” 


E consider next the case of Sr. Herodiano 

Alves who as a young man led a very im- 

moral and dissolute life but later on married, 
straightened up and became a prosperous and highly 
respected business man. His outlook on life was 
extremely materialistic. His burning ambition was 
the accumulation of money. 


At a time when he was expanding his business 
interests more and more and was apparently riding 
the crest of prosperity, he met with business reverses, 
went bankrupt, and worse still, became guilty of 
fraudulent business deals. Because of these he was 
arrested, tried and sentenced to imprisonment in 
the local Jail. Think of his humiliation at having 
to serve sentence in the town where he had en- 
joyed the respect and confidence of the people for 
many years! 


Our work was quite new in the town when 
all this happened to Sr. Herodiano. He had shown 
some interest in the Gospel and his children were 
attending our Sunday school. Members of our 
little congregation made frequent visits to him in 
Jail, taking with them Christian literature and, 
of course, a Bible. 


He found the reading of God’s word very com- 
forting in that time of dire need. It was not 
only comforting, it served as a mirror to reveal 
to him his true condition before God, the folly 
of putting material things first as the goal of 
life and convinced him that only spiritual values 
are worthy of a man’s first and best efforts. 


After serving his sentence, he became a regular 
attendant at church services and gave proof by his 
testimony that he was a converted man. In course 
of time, I had the privilege and pleasure of re- 
ceiving him, his wife and two of his sons into the 
church on profession of their faith, and at the 
same time baptizing his youngest son who was 
too young to make his profession of faith. Many 


years have passed, that lad is now a fine young 
man, a member of the Botafogo Presbyterian 
Church of Rio de Janeiro and director of the choir, 


UR fourth case is that of Dr. Jose Gomes 

Nogueira. who was born and reared in a 
fanatically religious atmosphere, according to the 
traditions of the dominant church of Brazil. He 
married into a family that was even more zealous 
of those same traditions, his wife being the niece 
of a priest. 


In spite of these things, 
God’s word. Terrible } 
were brought upon them # 
violent death at the hag#s of a mob of one of Sr. 


Jose’s brothers. His - in the religion of his 


niliation and suffering 
the crimes and resulting 


fathers was shaken; needed comfort and reas- 
surance, and where dre these to be found in the 
crises of life except in God’s word? 


I gave him a Bible and sought in every way to 
help him. He always received me _ courteously 
but for a long time refused my invitations to attend 
our services. Later on he told me about his pri- 
vate life and practices at the time and immediately 
succeeding my presentation of the Bible. 


He was a gambler and had interests in a gambling 
house that were lucrative. Gambling and its ac- 
companying vices had a strong hold upon him. But 
the Holy Spirit, acting through the reading of 
God’s word, was working efficaciously in his heart 
and soul. Result: the shackles of sin and vice 
were broken. In course of time he made his public 
profession of faith and more recently has had the 
great joy and satisfaction of seeing his wife take 
the same step. His mother, in her _ blind 
fanaticism, has virtually disowned him, having 
never put her foot in his house again since he 
accepted Christ as his Saviour. 


UR fifth case showing the wonderful working 

of the Word in Brazil is Sr. Agenor of Sao 
Bento. In his case we see the action of the word 
in its gentle and almost imperceptible influences, 
illustrating the figures of our Scripture texts, in 
which the word is compared to dew and to the 
gentle rain. 


Sr. Agenor’s first contact with the word was in 
Lavras when he was a young man. He worked 
for awhile as a day laborer helping in the building 
of the first Protestant church that was built there 
and attended a few preaching services. He also 
accompanied Dr. Horace S. Allyn, acting as his 
guide and helper on some of his trips into the 
out-lying country. When he left Lavras to make 
his home at Sao Bento he took a Bible with him. 


As he read it he became more and more convinced 
of the errors in doctrine and practice of the church 
of Rome and left off attendance at mass and the 
processions. There was no Protestant church near 
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enough for him to attend and for many years he 
was an isolated man with his Bible. 


In the course of time his oldest son went to 
Varginha, where I was living at the time, and 
attended one of our church services. When it 
was over he told me about his father’s interest in 
the Bible and the evangelical faith and invited me 
to visit him and preach in his home. [I accepted 
the invitation, of course, and at the first opportunity 
went to Sao Bento for a service. 


Sr. Agenor had invited many of his friends to 
the service but because of prejudice against 
Protestants and fear of the parish priest, few 
of them attended. In the course of time these were 
broken down and many souls in that town came 
out of spiritual darkness into the glorious light of 
the Gospel. 


There have been many professions of faith in 
S. Bento, the first fruits among them being Sr. 
Agenor. “My doctrine shall drop as the rain..... 
and distil as the dew.” 


UR sixth and last case is Dona Olivia 

Ribeiro which is most interesting but space 
permits of telling very little about her. When I 
made her acquaintance she had been a professing 
Christian for 10 years but during all that time 
she had never received a pastoral visit nor had she 
had an opportunity to attend a church service be- 
cause the farm on which she lives is very much 
isolated and she being the mother of a large and 
fast increasing family, found it just about im- 
possible to make the long trip on horseback to any 
place of worship. 


That isolation had begun long before she was 
visited by the pastor who baptized her in the 
Protestant faith and though it was destined to 
continue for 10 years more, she was not cut off 
from the source of spiritual nurture and growth. 


She had her Bible and the quiet and devotional 
reading of it in her home was like the gentle life- 
giving rain. Soon after my helper and I moved 
to Alfenas and began working out through the 


country, we heard of her and of her zeal for the 


On my first visit to that community I found 
that five of her daughters were ready to make 
their public profession of faith, along with four 
other kinsmen of Dona Olivia’s. A large number 
of her kinsmen and neighbors have become deeply 
interested in the Gospel through her splendid Chris- 
tian testimony and efforts to transmit the Good 
News to others. 


HE word of God, with its transforming power 
is being sought after in Brazil by vast multi- 
tudes. Besides these other multitudes are accepting 
it when it is presented to them by Christian workers. 
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THE WYCLIFFE SERIES OF 
CHRISTIAN CLASSICS 


WILBUR M. SMITH 
General Editor 


“Books That Never 
Grow Old” 


The Suffering Saviour 
By F. W. Krummacher 

A magnificent, reverently dramatized por- 
trayal of the last days of Christ before Cal- 
vary ... its eloquent unfolding of Holy Week 
makes fascinating reading. $3.50. 


Memories Of McCheyne 
By Andrew Bonar 

Letters and messages of Robert Murray Mc- 
Cheyne ... one of the greatest devotional 
books ever written. $3.50. 


The Holy War 
By John Bunyan 

One of the most famous allegories every 
written by the author of Pilgrim’s Progress. 
The spiritual warfare between God and Satan 
over a human soul. $3.50. 


The Life And Diary Of 
David Brainard 
By Jonathan Edwards 

A challenging demonstration of personal 
prayer life by America’s great pioneer 
preacher. William Carey and Henry Martyn 


Ty the Gospel to India under its influence. 


The Glory Of Christ 
By John Owen 

The Christ of Owen is the Christ available 
for the busy Christians today. A mine of in- 
exhaustible treasures. $3.00. 


Other books in this 40-volume series are 
being published each year. Build your Wy- 
cliffe Classics set by purchasing them as they 
appear. 


First Series Of Reprints Of These Great 
Books To Appear In Seventy Years 
Order Today From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


The Brazilian Bible Society was organized a 
few years ago and is being financed and adminis- 
tered almost entirely by Brazilians. In 1950 more 
than 100,000 Bibles, 90,000 New Testaments and 
more than a million Gospels were sold and dis- 


tributed through that Society. 


There are still many millions of Brazilians who 
do not have a Bible, New Testament or Gospel in 
their homes. Let us contribute, work and pray 
that God’s word may be put into the hands of the 
millions of Brazilians who do not have it and pray 
also that the Holy Spirit will make it effective in 
the salvation of their souls. “My word shall not 
return unto me void.” 
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from the 
Great 


Christians 


(Selected ) 


FROM RICHARD SIBBES’S “DIVINE 
MEDITATIONS” (AD 1577-1635) 


“Whatever is good for God’s children, they shall 
have it, for all is theirs, to further them to Heaven. 
If crosses be good, they shall have them, if disgrace 
be good, they shall have it, for all is ours, to serve 
our main good” (1 Corinthians 3:21-23 etc, S.C. 
11). 


“Spiritual convincing is not total in this life, but 
always leaves in the heart some dregs of doubting. 
As a ship that rides at anchor is tossed, but the 
anchor holds it, so it is with the soul that is con- 
vinced weakly; it is sure of the main, yet it is tossed 
with many doubts and fears, but the anchor is in 


Heaven” (Rom. 7, WC13). 


‘““Many men would be in Canaan as soon as they 
are out of Egypt (ie as soon as they are converted ) 
—they would be at the highest pitch presently. But 
let us rather magnify the mercies of God that works 
in us any love of good things, and that He vouch- 
safes us any beginnings” “It is an evidence that we 
are gracious men if we can look upon the lives of 
others that are better than we, and love and esteem 
them glorious” (John 13:35, Eph. 1:15, W.C. 26, 
LC 74, 75). “If any sin lie unrepented of, we are 
not in a case fit to pray” (Psa. 66:18, Prov. 28:13). 


FROM THE LETTERS AND SERMONS 
OF ROBERT MURRAY McCHEYNE 
(AD 1813-1843) 


“Christ’s dying for us is as much in God’s ac- 
count as if we had twice over borne the eternal 


agonies of hell’ (Hebrews 9, etc. L.C38-42). 


“A holy minister is an awful weapon in the hand 
of God” (LK10:16,W.C.25:3, S.C. 85 to 89, es- 
pecially 89). 


“Deal gently with your unconverted friends. 
Remember you were once as blind as they. “He was 
despised, and we esteemed Him not” (LC27). 


‘This is Christ’s glory, that He justifies sinners 
who have no righteousness,‘and sanctifies souls that 


have no inborn holiness” (Eph.2). John knew that 
Jesus was the Balm of Gilead, and his labour was 
to open out this bruised balm before the eyes of sick 
souls, that they might be healed” (from his sermon 
on 1 John 1:1-4 (John 16:13-15, LC43). 


“It is one of the very beauties which Christ sees 
in His people that they are solitary among a world 
of thorns. “As a lily among thorns, so is my love 
among the daughters” (S. Solomon 2:2). Do not 
be discouraged. This is a world of loneliness: When 
you are transplanted to yon garden of God, then 
you shall be no more lonely; then you shall be 
away from all the thorns. As flowers in a rich 
garden blend together their thousand odours to 
enrich the passing breeze, so, in the paradise above, 
you shall join the thousands of the redeemed, blend- 
ing with theirs the odour of your praise; you shall 
join with the redeemed, as living flowers, to form a 
garland for the Redeemer’s brow” (from his sermon 


on Song of Solomon 2:2,3; John 15:19,SC37). 


WISDOM FROM THE 
MOUTHS OF BABES! 


There was once a father who held the notion, so 
contrary to Scripture, that every sinner ends up at 
last in Heaven. One day he was reading items from 
the newspaper to his young daughter, and before he 
realized it, found himself reading an account of the 
assault and murder of a child. The criminal had 
just been put to death. His daughter then enquired 
where the murderer had gone after he had died in 
the electric chair, The father replied: “Why, he 
went to Heaven, just like the little girl.” Then his 
daughter said: ‘Well, daddy, won’t that bad man 
murder the little girl all over again up in Heaven?” 
Christ said to His Father: “Thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent (the self- 
conceited) and revealed them unto babes.” (Mat- 
thew 11:25). He also said: “Fear Him Who 1s 
able to destroy both soul and body in Hell.” (From 
Rev. N. Caswell, B.A., St. Andrew’s Church, 
Parry Sound, Ont.) 
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Christ 


By Rev. M. A. Hopkins, D.D. 


DENVER, Col. 


Only once in the New Testament is Christ called 
our Advocate, I. John 2:1; but the idea occurs in at 
least two other passages, Rom. 8:34 and Heb. 7:25. 
From these passages we learn that our Advocate is 
with the Father, at the right hand of God, where He 
ever lives to intercede for us. The reason we need 
an Advocate is because of sins and weaknesses, and 
because there is an adversary who accuses us before 
God day and night, Rev. 12:10. It is Satan who 
would condemn us and sift us as wheat, Luke 22:31. 
How blessed it is to know that our Advocate in all 
such circumstances makes intercession for us, even 
as He made supplication for Peter, Luke 22:32. 


According to I. John 2:1-2, Christ’s advocacy is 
based on three great facts: 


First, His relation to the Father. Our Advocate is . 


none other than the Eternal Son of God, who in the 
beginning was with God, the only begotten Son in 
the bosom of the Father. But He has become flesh 
and dwelt among us, and passed through all our ex- 
periences, sin excepted, and so is able to sympathize 
with us, Heb. 4:15. He is our Brother and is not 
ashamed to own us as His brethren. We have a 
friend at court to plead our cause, a Friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother. 


Second. He is the Righteous One, and pleads His 
own absolutely perfect righteousness in our behalf. 
When He sought baptism of John in the Jordan, and 
assumed the burden of the world’s sin as the Lamb 
of God, He said “it becometh us to fulfill all right- 
eousness,’ Matt. 3:15. All our righteousness is as 
filthy rags in the sight of a holy God. But His per- 
fect righteousness suffices for us. No other kind of 
Advocate could stand before God for us, and He does 
not plead with God to do something unrighteous, or 
compromise His holiness. 


For, in the third place, He pleads His own atoning 
sacrifice—He is the propiation for our sins. On the 
Cross He offered himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine 
Justice, that God Himself might be just, and the jus- 
tifier of him that hath faith in Jesus, Rom. 3:26. 
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With the above, I wish to introduce two great 
hymns that clearly set forth the work of Jesus Christ 


our Advocate. For some reason our Presbyterian 
hymnals, as far as I have been able to ascertain, do 
not contain these two hymns. The first is by Rev. 
Charles Wesley, and the second is by Rev. T. Binney. 
I wish to make a plea for the inclusion of them in 
Presbyterian hymnals of the future. 

Arise, my soul, Arise; 

Shake off thy guilty fears: 

Thy bleeding sacrifice 

In my behalf appears: 

Before the throne my Surety stands, 

My name is written on His hands. 


He ever lives above, 

For me to intercede; 

His all redeeming love, 

His precious blood, to plead; 

His blood atoned for all the race, 

And sprinkles now the Throne of Grace. 


Five bleeding wounds He bears, 
Received on Calvary; 

They pour effectual prayers, 
They strongly speak for me: 
Forgive him, O forgive, they cry, 
Nor let that ransomed sinner die! 


The Father hears Him pray, 
His dear anointed One; 
He cannot turn away 
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The presence of His Son; 
His Spirit answers to the blood 
And tells me I am born of God. 


My God is reconciled; 

His pardoning voice I hear; 

He owns me for His child, 

I can no longer fear: 

With confidence I now draw nigh, 

And “Father, Abba, Father” cry. 
—Chas. Wesley. 


Eternal Light! Eternal Light! 
How pure the soul must be, 
When placed within Thy searching sight, 
It shrinks not; but, with calm delight, 
Can live and look on Thee! 


The spirits that surround Thy throne, 
May bear the burning bliss; 

But that is surely theirs alone, 

Since they have never, never known, 
A fallen world like this. 


Oh, how shall I, whose native sphere 
Is dark, whose mind is dim, 
Before the Ineffable appear, 
And on my naked spirit bear, 
_ The uncreated beam? 


There is a way for man to rise 
To that sublime abode: 
An offering and a sacrifice, 
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A Holy Spirit’s energies, 
An Advocate with God. 


These, these prepare us for the sight 
Of holiness 

The sons of ignorance and night, 

May dwell in the Eternal Light 
Through the Eternal Love. 


—T. Binney. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 27 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Nicodemus - A Hesitant Follower 


Scripture: John 3:1-21; 7:45-52; 19:38-42. 
Devotional Reading: Matt. 10:32-39. 


There could hardly be a greater contrast than that between Nicodemus and Matthew, or the woman of 
Samaria, in the next chapter. Jesus Christ is the Saviour of all classes and races of people. Sometimes it 
is harder for a person of high rank or standing to confess Him than for those in lower places. Lady Hunting- 
ton said that she was so thankful that Paul put an “m” in his saying, ‘““Not many noble.” If he had said 
“not any noble.” she would have been left out. Not many of the ruling classes accepted Christ when He 


was on earth. Nicodemus and Joseph of Arima- 
thaea were exceptions to this rule, and both of 
them were “hesitant followers.” It took them a 
long time to make up their minds and openly 
confess Him. Fear of what their friends would 
say and do was one of the reasons for their hesitancy. 
In our day it is hard for a man in Congress, or a 
governor, or a president to be bold and outspoken 
for their Saviour. William Jennings Bryan in 
our country, and Gladstone in England were noble 
examples of men in high position who were never 
ashamed of Christ. Queen Victoria was a splendid 
example of a ruler who was unashamed. We have 
a small band of men in Washington, in Congress, 
who are known for their loyalty to Christ. Would 
that all these men were outspoken witnesses for 
the Saviour! 


In our devotional reading Jesus issues a solemn 
warning against such a cowardly attitude. ““Whoso- 


ever therefore shall confess me before men, him - 


will I confess before my Father which is in heaven. 
But whosoever shall deny me before men, him 
will I also deny before my Father which is in 
heaven.” Both Nicodemus and Joseph finally con- 
fessed Him in a courageous manner when even 
His disciples had fled, but this hesitancy may have 
cost them a more honorable and useful place in 
the kingdom. Who knows but that they might 
have been among the 12 Apostles, if they had 
openly and boldly espoused His cause? 


We have three glimpses of Nicodemus in our 
lesson for today. 


I. Nicodemus Comes to Jesus 


By Night: John 3:1-21 


He may have come by night because he would 
have a better opportunity for talking with Jesus 
privately, or he may have chosen the night because 
he wished to keep his coming secret. The latter 
seems the more probable reason in view of the 
fact that he made no open confession of Christ for 
a long time. 


His’ words as he began the conversation were 
a partial confession, good as far as they went, but 
far from the clear confession of Peter later on, 
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‘Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
“Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can do these miracles 
(signs) that thou doest, except God be with him.” 
There are still some who will go no further than 
this. Even a Mohammedan, or a Jew, would 
most likely say this much about Jesus Christ, for 
all men recognize Him as a Great Teacher. 


Jesus’ answer must have been both surprising 
and humiliating to this high-born teacher of the 
Jews: Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God. . . . Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, (or, even of the Spirit) he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God. It takes more than 
teaching; it takes the regenerating power of the 
Holy Spirit, it takes faith in Jesus Christ. There 
are many earthly teachers like Nicodemus who 
cannot understand heavenly things. If Nicodemus 
cannot understand earthly things—like the new 
birth, which takes place here—how can he under- 
stand heavenly things, like the following verse: And 
no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that 
came down from heaven. The deity and in- 
carnation are heavenly things. This teacher was 
not ready to believe these. 


Jesus illustrates His meaning in two ways, (1) 
by the wind blowing. We do not see the wind, 
but we see the effects in trees and clouds. So, we 
can tell when a man has been “born again” by the 
change in his life. (2) By the Old Testament 
illustration of Moses lifting up the serpent in the 
wilderness. Faith cured the bitten Israelites; faith 
will bring about the new birth. Those who be- 
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lieve, are saved. God’s Spirit works in believing 
hearts. 


John 3:16 is probably the best known verse in 
the New Testament. It is the heart of the big 
Gospel. Verse 18 is the verse which Dr. Breken- 
ridge used to bring conviction to the heart of a 
scoffer in whose home he stayed while attending 
the General Assembly. It is a sharp sword. “He 
that believeth on him is not condemned (judged) : 
but he that believeth not is condemned (hath been 
judged) already, because he hath not believed in 
the name of the only begotten Son of God.” This 
verse and the “little Gospel’? must have made a 
deep impression on Nicodemus. but we are not 
told his reply to these tremendous statements of 
Jesus. These two teachers, one from Heaven, 
the other from earth, make a striking picture as 
they sat and talked. 


TI. Nicodemus Makes a 
Mild Protest: John 7:45-52 


In the last day of the feast Jesus stood and 
cried: saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me and drink. There was a sharp division among 
the people. Some were convinced that this was 
the Prophet, others said, This is the Christ. 
Others said, Shall Christ come out of Galilee? 
Some would have taken him but no man laid hands 
on him, for his hour was not yet come. 


The Pharisees and chief priests had sent officers 
to take him, before he had spoken these words. 
These officers now return, and they said unto 
them, Why have ye not brought Him? The offi- 
cers answered, Never man spake like this man. 
Then they said, Are ye also deceived? Have any 
of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on Him? 
Now, Nicodemus was a ruler, and a Pharisee. 
Here was his opportunity to speak up boldly, and 
say, “Yes, I believe.” He contented himself with 
a mild protest in the form of a question, Doth 
our law judge a man, before it hear him, or know 
what he doeth? Even this very mild remark 
brought a scornful reply: Art thou also of Galilee? 
Search, and look: for out of Galilee ariseth no 
prophet. Nicodemus is still the hesitant, timid, 
(shall I say, cowardly?) follower. He was cer- 
tainly slow in making up his mind, or if he was 
convinced, too cowardly to say so and face the 
ridicule of his fellows. 


Erasmus, at the time of the Reformation, re- 
minds us somewhat of Nicodemus. He was a 
theologian, and a brilliant writer, but he was 
more or less “‘on the fence.” A sharp critic of the 
Roman Church, he could have been a power for 
the truth, a wonderful help to Luther and others. 
We have men today who could be such a power 
for morality in government, but they seem always 
to be trying to “carry water on both shoulders.” 
Some are afraid to come out boldly for fear of 
losing votes; others fear criticism. We need bold 
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men, men who are not “hesitant,” but whole- 
hearted and outspoken, willing to suffer for the 
cause of truth. We need them in the state; we 
need them in the Church. 


III. Nicodemus Makes Amends: 
John 19:38-42 


This beautiful act of Nicodemus and Joseph will 
always be remembered. Both of these were secret 
disciples, and because of fear, had remained secret, 
but at last they declared themselves. Joseph seems 
to be the leader. He came to Pilate and besought 
him that he might take away the body of Jesus, 
and the governor gave him leave. Pilate himself 
may have been glad. His conscience, if he had 
one, must have been hurting, for he knew that 
he had condemned an innocent man. Joseph took 
the body of Jesus and laid it in his own tomb, thus 
fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah, “with the rich 
in his death.” 


Nicodemus joins his friend in this last act of 
kindness and tribute to the One Whom they 
secretly loved. He brings about a hundred weight 
of myrrh and aloes, and they wound it about the 
body of Jesus, as the custom of the Jews is when 
they bury their dead. 


The disciples had all forsaken Him and fled, 
but these two secret followers came at last and 
made amends for their timidity, if not cowardice. 
It was an act of kindness which required a certain 
amount of courage, although now, since Jesus had 
been put out of the way, as the religious leaders 
thought, there was no particular danger in perform- 
ing such a deed. It is better to give our flowers 
to our friends while they are alive than to wait 
and bring them to the funeral. How much it 
would have meant to Jesus to have had these in- 
fluential leaders on His side while He was alive! 
They surely missed a rich reward. 


I wonder, at times, about the future of these 
two. Did they become open and active followers? 
Did they help in the early life of the Church? 
Nicodemus is spoken of in early Christian tradition, 
and a late Apocryphal Gospel is attributed to him. 
There seems to be no reliable evidence that either 
one was an outstanding Christian. 


Mr. Moody once said that he liked the “O and 
O” brand of Christians best: the “Out and Out 


brand. I believe we all do. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JANUARY 27 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


The South American Way 


In offering an explanation for the vast difference in the development of South America and that of North 
America,* someone remarked that our forefathers came to North America for God, while those of South 
America came for gold. It certainly illustrates the words of our Lord, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.”’ South America has unlimited natural 
resources, and vast areas as yet unexplored, not to mention great regions that are undeveloped. Yet eco- 


nomically, socially, politically and spiritually the 
countries of South America are far behind those of 
her northern neighbor. Certainly the hand of God 
has been upon us in a special way. There are 
many modern and beautiful cities in South America; 
indeed, some of the most beautiful in the world. 
But by way of contrast, there are Indian tribes 
in the wilderness that are still living in the Stone 
Age! It sounds incredible, but it is true! 


Some of the workers under the South American 
Indian Mission have found tribes as primitive as 
any in the world. There are hundreds who have 
never heard the name of Jesus Christ! They speak 
in strange languages. The missionaries must first 
learn their primitive tongue, then provide a written 
language into which they translate the Bible, after 
which they teach the Indians to read! What patience 
and faithfulness is required in such a work! 


It is hard for us to grasp that there are those 
at our very doors who have never had an oppor- 
tunity to know our Saviour; who know nothing 


of the way of salvation. In thinking of South 


America, most of us think of the way of salvation. 
In thinking of South America, most of us think 
of the cities and towns where our church has al- 
ready been working for years; where strong church- 
es and schools have already been established. We 
often fail to realize the tremendous need that still 
exists in that vast continent so near our own. 


Part of the difficulty in mission work in South 
America is due to the political power of the Roman 
Catholic Church which is bitterly opposed to any 
Protestant work. In some countries it is almost 
impossible for the missionaries to get permission to 
enter, and in others, those who do enter encounter 
determined opposition and even persecution as the 
people are incited by the priests. Some of our 
own missionaries have been threatened, their homes 
attacked, and their lives endangered by the people 
as they are provoked to anger by the Roman church. 


Another problem is that of transportation, for 
there are thousands of square miles where no roads 
have been built, where rails have never been laid, 
and workers must travel by foot or by horse or 
mule. Bill Mosely, who works in a great terri- 
tory in northern Brazil, while on furlough de- 


JANUARY 16, 1952 


scribed some of the journeys into the wilderness of 
that huge country. He told how he traveled by 
truck, on foot, and by mule into areas far removed 
from any signs of civilization, to preach the glori- 
ous gospel of Christ to many who had never heard. 
Literally hundreds responded to the power of the 
gospel, and churches have been established in many 
villages and towns. What a marvelous privilege 
to preach where Christ has never been named! to 
be the first to hear the news that Jesus saves! And 
how we should thank God that there are those who 
are willing to go, and that we are permitted a part 
in their labors as we support them with our prayers 
and our means, 


We should be sincerely grateful for all that 
God has done through the work of our church 
in South America; for the souls that have been 
saved, for the schools that have been built, for the 
seminaries that have been established, for the 
strong, national church in Brazil. But this is no 
time to rest on our laurels! This is a time to 
press our advantage, and to enlarge the tent, length- 
en the cords, and strengthen the stakes! This is 
the time to sound the trumpet call of missions, 
recruiting soldiers for foreign service! This is the 
time to put first things first, and make it a year 
of prayer and self denial for missions rather than 
just a week! 


South America needs the Way, the Truth and 
the Life! We know the way, let’s show it to 
them. We know the Truth, let’s take it to them. 
We know the Life, let’s share it with them. 


When I think of World Missions, I think of the 
words of the Apostle Paul as he wrote to the 
Christians in Corinth: “Some have not the knowl- 
edge of God; I speak this to your shame.” 


There are countless thousands in South America 
whose hearts are echoing the words of Thomas, 
“Lord, we know not whither... ; and how can we 
know the way?” We must stand in Christ’s stead, 
pointing them to Him, for He is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life! May the South American 
Way become the way of the Cross that leads home. 
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THE WAY TO SECURITY, by Henry G. Link. 
Doubleday. $2.50. “Security” is a magic word in our 
day. The sociologists, economists, and political plan- 
ners have made this word one of the most popular 
in modern life. Unfortunately, many of these security 
promoters have put us on the wrong track in quest of 
it. They have warned us against the danger of in- 
security to such an extent that the fear of insecurity 
is one of the most dominant fears of our age. Our 
observation is that many of these writers are not safe 
guides to follow. 


The author of this book is a practicing psychologist 
in New York. He is recognized as one of the leading 
and sanest practitioners of psychology in America. 


At the very outset we would like to point out that 
Dr. Link is not a theologian. His theological state- 
ments should be analyzed very carefully before ac- 
ceptance. For example, on page 54, he gives us an 
interpretation of John 3:3. He writes, “Every time 
the individual acquires a new habit or skill, he is 
born again—so throughout life every good new habit 
is a new birth, a new conversion, a new redemption 
from sin.” We grant that Dr. Link is writing as a 
psychologist rather than a theologian; nevertheless, 
we hold that his remarks of this nature are danger- 
ous. Such a statement has a tendency to minimize 
that radical change that we call regeneration. 


Having pointed out this danger, we now want to 
say that this book contains much practical guidance 
on the personal problems we have to face day by day. 
Dr. Link is especially helpful in his observations on 
sex education. Here he tells us, “Sex education in 
itself has a very limited bearing on marital happiness. 
Indeed it is even likely to produce harmful results by 
emphasizing the physiological facts of sex apart from 
their proper setting. Informed opinion now leans 
strongly toward now having sex education given by 
the parents rather than by public agencies.” He de- 
plores the many false theories about sex, love and 
marriage which are so popular at the present time. 
He has no patience with the theory that chastity and 
virginity are old-fashioned and impossible. He looks 
with strong disfavor on the theory that it is desirable 
to experiment with sex before making the choice in 
marriage. He tells us that many of these false 
theories lead some young people to conclude that 
their happy parents and the training they imparted 
are old-fashioned and behind the times. But such a 
conclusion is fraught with sad results. 


It is also refreshing to read Dr. Link’s statement 
that the great emphasis which has been placed on 
social security, rather than personal achievement is 
unsound. He tells us that students in school and 
adults out of school are now being bombarded with 
defeating theories of security. They have been taught 
that security is essential, but that they can no longer 
attain it through their own efforts. The author re- 
minds us that these theories have discouraged self- 
_ reliance and encouraged reliance on wholesale gov- 
ernment security measures. He affirms that the 
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A prominent woman sat in her attorney's 
office discussing the writing of her will. Since 
the attorney had known her and her relatives, 
she asked him if she had forgotten anyone who 
should be remembered in her will. The attorney 
thought a while and then said: “Yes, you have 
forgotten Jesus.” She thanked him, and made a 
substantial provision for the work of our Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States. 


If you wish to name the Board of World Mis- 
sions in your will, the following form of bequest 
should be used: 


“IT give, devise and bequeath to the Board of 
World Missions of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States, a corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Tennessee, 
with offices at Nashville, Tennessee, the sum 
of (or the fol- 


lowing property, to wit: a 


For full information and assistance in making 
a bequest to Foreign Missions write to: 


Pressvrerian Cxuurcn in THe Unireo Srares 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, ba) 


Jo Foreign Missions a Share 
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theory that people are helpless and can be taken care 
of by only a planned government economy is ruinious 
of character and personality. He warns our genera- 
tion that economic security that is bought at the cost 
of self-reliance and personal integrity comes at a 
price that is too high for us Yo pay. He counsels 
young people that courage is better than security and 
offers finer prospects of social stability and self- 
reliance. 


The author reminds us that America has réached 
the highest degree of security ever achieved by a 
nation because its people had the courage to risk 
whatever they were in order to become something 
better. As between safety and adventure, Americans 
chose adventure. As between security and freedom, 
they chose freedom. 


We close this review with another fine observa- 
tion. After pointing out that a government cannot 
assume responsibilities for people’s welfare without 
profoundly affecting their moral fiber, the author 
writes, ““To the extent that government takes care of 
him, to that extent the adult citizen is deprived of 
the ‘moral responsibility for himself; and since a 
government without religion tends to be neutral ih 
its moral standards, it cannot make such standards a 
condition of his welfare paymegts. The net result is 
the progressive breakdown of the moral standards of 
all who participate in the welfare state, The material 
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work by an outstanding theologian, who, however, writes 
with the skill and ease that marks the great book. Lay- 
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tions of great Christian doctrines 
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effect of this breakdown has already been seen in the 
great depreciation of the dollar. The spiritual and 
emotional effects are just beginning to receive recog- 
nition.” —John R. Richardson. 
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